
The Word of the Lord for 2.42 Church through the 
study of the first epistle of the apostle John 

Light or Darkness – you choose 



A review of 1 John 1-2:28 
•  Jesus was real! We touched him and experienced him 

and you can too! (1:1-4) 

•  Requirements or tests of fellowship with God who is 
light (1:5-2:28) 

- Walking in the Light (1:5-2:2) 

- Obeying His commands (2:3-11) 

- Knowing the Father (2:12-14) 

- Distinct from the unbelieving world (2:15-16) 

- Not being deceived by “antichrists” about the 
importance of Jesus (2:18-28) 



A quick look at the overall 
reason for the letter: 
•  Christianity was still relatively “new” on the world 

stage and was experiencing rapid numerical growth. 

•  Some who had “converted” to Christianity and been 
involved in the church for some time had now split off 
from the churches began by the apostle John. 

•  Those that had split off were now trying to get others 
to leave the church and come with them, proclaiming 
that they possessed a “new” secret knowledge of God 
that was superior. 

•  John, who had walked with Jesus literally, is writing to 
the Christians and reminding them of what they know 
to be true by the Holy Spirit in them, namely what 
they have been taught from the beginning. 

•  “Don’t be deceived; different products give different 
results!” There is a difference between light and 
darkness. Choose how want to live, but be aware that 
only one leads to eternal life. 



Suave “Naturals”  
shampoo ingredient list: 



1 John 2:29 

•  If you know that he is righteous, 
you know that everyone who 
does what is right has been 
born of him. 

True Faith in Jesus (including 
repentance) = Salvation + 
Increasing Righteousness 



1 John 3:1-3 
•  See what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him.  

•  Dear friends, now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. 

•   All who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 



1 John 3:4-6 
•  Everyone who sins breaks the law; in 

fact, sin is lawlessness.  

•  But you know that he appeared so that 
he might take away our sins. And in him 
is no sin.  

•  No one who lives in him keeps on 
sinning. No one who continues to sin 
has either seen him or known him. 



1 John 3:7-8 
•  Dear children, do not let anyone lead 

you astray. The one who does what is 
right is righteous, just as he is righteous.  

•  The one who does what is sinful is of the 
devil, because the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the devil’s work. 



1 John 3:9-10 
•  No one who is born of God will continue 

to sin, because God’s seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, 
because they have been born of God. 

•  This is how we know who the children of 
God are and who the children of the 
devil are: Anyone who does not do what 
is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone 
who does not love their brother and 
sister. 



Light or Darkness: You choose 
Will you seek to know Jesus better this week? 

What is an area of known disobedience to Jesus in 
your life? How will you repent and obey this week? 


